
October 22, 2025 
 
The Honorable Charles E. Schumer   
United States Senate   
Washington, DC 20510   
 
The Honorable Kirsten Gillibrand   
United States Senate   
Washington, DC 20510   
 
The Honorable Members of the New York Congressional Delegation   
United States House of Representatives   
Washington, DC 20515   
 
CC: The Honorable Kathy Hochul   
Governor of the State of New York   
Albany, NY 12224 
 
Dear Senators Schumer and Gillibrand and Members of the New York Congressional Delegation, 
 
This year marks the 60th anniversary of Medicaid, one of our nation’s most transformative public health 
programs. Since 1965, Medicaid has ensured that millions of low-income Americans—including countless New 
Yorkers—can access essential medical care, preventive services, and lifesaving treatment. In New York, 
Medicaid has been a cornerstone of health equity, supporting hospitals, community-based providers, and efforts to 
reduce disparities across generations. 
 
On behalf of the Statewide HIV Medicaid Coalition, representing providers and community organizations serving 
New Yorkers living with or at risk for HIV, we write to both celebrate this milestone and express deep concern 
over cuts to Medicaid, Medicare, and ACA-funded programs under HR1, as well as proposed reductions in federal 
HIV funding. Together, these actions not only threaten to dismantle six decades of progress and undermine New 
York’s HIV care delivery system but will also move us away from the goal of ending the epidemic. These cuts 
will severely limit access to HIV prevention tools such as PEP and PrEP, putting more New Yorkers at risk and 
threatening the health of our communities. 
 
As of May 2025, Medicaid covered nearly 7 million New Yorkers. HR1 is projected to eliminate $13 billion in 
annual healthcare funding, including $8 billion in hospital losses and $300 million for community health 
centers, while shifting an additional $3 billion in costs to New York State. These cuts could result in 1.5 million 
people losing coverage and 65,000 healthcare jobs lost. 
 
If the FY 2026 Labor-HHS Appropriations Act is enacted into law, it would: 
• Defund the entire Ending the HIV Epidemic (EHE) Initiative, totaling $542 million across the Ryan 

White Program, CDC, and HRSA Community Health Center PrEP funding. 
• Eliminate Ryan White Parts C, D, and F, cutting over $360 million for early intervention, training, and 

community-based services. 
• Eliminate $793 million in CDC HIV prevention funding and combine $330 million for STI, TB, and 

opioid-related infectious disease prevention into a single block grant to states. 
• Eliminate the SAMHSA Minority HIV/AIDS Fund ($119 million) and slash the Office of the HHS 

Secretary’s Minority HIV/AIDS Fund by $20 million. 
 
Medicaid and related coverage programs are the backbone of HIV care in New York. Cuts will make it harder for 
people to get appointments, stay connected to care, and maintain medication adherence—driving preventable HIV 
infections and higher healthcare costs. The CDC estimates prevention efforts from 2017–2022 averted 9,000 
infections and $5 billion in lifetime medical costs. Ending such programs could cause over 213,000 new HIV 
cases and 10,600 deaths by 2030 (AIDS and Behavior, April 2025). 



 
We urge you to act quickly to: 

1. Reverse Medicaid cuts, including limits on provider taxes and state-directed payments. 
2. Continue enhanced ACA premium tax credits to keep coverage affordable. 
3. Reject HR1 administrative restrictions, including work requirements and excessive recertifications, that 

serve only to block access to coverage—not expand it. 
 
As we commemorate six decades of Medicaid’s success, we ask you to honor its legacy by protecting the 
programs that sustain health and dignity for all New Yorkers. 

For questions regarding this letter, please contact: Joe Pressley, Vice President of Public Policy and Government 
Relations, Amida Care (jpressley@amidacareny.org, (646) 757-7705) or Lyndel Urbano, Senior Director of 
Public Policy and Government Relations, Amida Care (lurbano@amidacareny.org, (646) 757-7148). 

 
Sincerely, 
 
The Statewide HIV Medicaid Coalition 
 
Organizations Signing On 
(List in Formation) 
Alliance for Positive Change 
Amida Care 
Apicha Community Health Center 
Bailey House 
Bridging Access To Care 
Brooklyn Plaza Medical Center 
Callen-Lorde Community Health Center 
Community Healthcare Network 
Community Health Center Association of New York State 
Destination Tomorrow 
Diaspora Community Services 
EngageWell IPA 
Exponents 
Harlem United 
Housing Works 
iHealth, Inc. 
Institute for Family Health 
La Casa de Salud Inc 
Latino Commission on AIDS 
MetroPlusHealth 
National Black Leadership Commission on Health (formerly National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS) 
NEW Pride Agenda  
REACH Medical 
Rockland County Pride Center  
Ryan Health 
Southern Tier AIDS Program 
St. Ann’s Corner of Harm Reduction 
Sun River Health 
Truth Pharm 
Upper Room AIDS Ministry (URAM) 
VillageCare 
VNS Health 
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