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Summary & Priorities

Public Policy and Government Relations (PPGR) at Amida Care
is actively involved in advocacy to stop dangerous federal cuts STOP MEDICAI D CUTS
to Medicaid, social support programs and gender affirming
care. We will continue to meet with legislators in Washington
D.C. and mobilize community voices against the dangerous
cuts. As you read this update, we urge you to act today.

Join our advocacy by making calls to your US Senators and
members of Congress. Urge your friends and neighbors to also
speak up and vote in the upcoming primaries if you are
registered with a political party. Also, consider attending our Join Us for a Press Conference & Rally
June 25" event at the AIDS Memorial. (Please clear this with Wednesday, June 25| 11:00 AM

. NYC Aids Memorial at St. Vincent's Triangle
your supervisor)

Our Health Is Non-Negotiable

When taking action, be clear that maintaining Medicaid, social
supports like SNAP, gender affirming care and HIV services are
important to you. This moment is too important for us to

remain silent when faced with unprecedented attacks. Speshars kst I formetion

New York State Budget and Legislative Session

The New York State legislature is wrapping up its work during the week ending June 16, 2025.
Critically, the state budget that was adopted by the legislature does not prepare for federal cuts to
programs and services. This is because at the time of passage there was not a clear understanding
of either the level of federal cuts or where they would be applied. The expectation is that the
Governor will reconvene the legislature for a special legislative session in the fall. During this
session, the Governor and Legislature will examine federal cuts and make changes to the state
budget to address any expected short falls.
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Amida Care is advocating for passage of a bill (A.5480 C/S.4914) that will strengthen legal
protections for patients and providers who use gender affirming care. The legislation is expected to
pass this session. It will protect patients and providers from out-of-state actors who seek to
prosecute providers, patients and their families for accessing this lifesaving care.

Amida Care will continue to advocate with the Governor’s office and the legislature for New York to
continue to fund gender affirming care, and Medicaid. In our May update, we summarized the
different bills we are supporting. We will continue to advocate for this over the summer and until
the issues are resolved, likely in a special legislative session in the fall or earlier. We will keep you
advised about these developments.

Federal Updates

Funding that supports HIV Prevention and Education Under Threat

CDC Staffing Cuts Since taking office. President Trump’s

administration has imposed severe staffing cuts within the CDC backtracks on layoffs, rehires more
. . than 400 people
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and other federal agencies. S _
. . . Arounq»ha!f of those employees arein the Natlowa\ Center for HIV, Viral
These cuts resulted in severe understaffing in the programs Hepatitis, STD, and Tuberculosis Prevention.

By Sophie Gardner | 06/11/2025 02:43 PM EDT

that manage HIV prevention services. The result has been that
state grants and contracts for HIV prevention have been
delayed or terminated because the staff who managed the
grant were laid off.

The good news is that persistent pressure and vocal opposition
by the public and Congress demonstrated the disruption and
chaos caused by the cuts. As a result, the CDC is backtracking
on the layoffs and decided to rehire over 400 staff, many of
whom are in the National Center for HIV, Viral Hepatitis, STE

and Tuberculosis Prevention. Until the staff are back in place disruption will continue. We will
closely monitor this situation.

President Trumps Fiscal Year 26 Budget Cuts. President Trump has proposed severe cuts to HIV
prevention and Treatment in his budget proposal. Some proposals include defunding HIV
prevention, ending the federal End the HIV Epidemic Initiative and the Minority AIDS Initiative,
stopping housing assistance for people living with HIV/AIDS (HOPWA), cutting Ryan White Program
supported HIV training for medical professionals, and cutting Ryan White supported Dental

Assistance.

Note: The Ryan White program provides last resort support for health care for people living with HIV
without other means of paying for health care)

Volume 1: Issue 4 Page 2



Dangerous Budget Bill is Pending

The US Senate is deliberating a federal budget bill that you’ve heard about in the news and that we
have reported via our alerts. This ‘reconciliation budget bill’ already passed the US House of
Representatives. The bill that passed the House is dangerous because it makes devastating cuts to
Medicaid, health care, food assistance, immigration and many of the programs and services that
enable our plan members to be well and thrive.

During Senate deliberations we expect that the bill will undergo close scrutiny to ensure that it
complies with the Congressional Review Act, a law that governs the Senate process that allows the
majority party in the Senate to pass budget bills without a special majority. As a result, the bill will
change and require the House of Representative to vote on it again.

We have an opportunity now to influence the process by taking the actions listed at the end of this
policy update. We urge you to act.

Itis now more important than ever to contact our U.S. Senators (every state has two) and tell them
that you DO NOT want any cuts to Medicaid and to preserve the funding for HIV/AIDS prevention
programs!

Recap of why the bill is dangerous

e Final House Bill will cut over $1 Trillion in funds that support Medicaid, the publicly
supported health plans and food assistance. This includes $793 B in direct health Cuts
(Medicaid & ACA)

e |ntotal nearly 11 million Americans will lose their insurance coverage by 2034

e Health related cuts could cost New York over $13.5 B in federal funds, and over 1.5 million
will lose health insurance coverage

¢ New York Medicaid could be cut by almost $3.5B and 1.2 million people would lose access
to the program

The bill also:
e |Imposes work requirements in Medicaid starting December 31, 2025 - this red tape
measure would make it harder for people to keep their coverage
o Prohibits federal Medicaid funds for gender-affirming care for all Medicaid recipients and
for many who rely on the health exchange for insurance
e Punishes states like NY who use their own funds to cover immigrant health coverage
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Act Today: Continue to Call and Send Messages to Your U.S. Senators (each state has two)

(Remember to use your personal devices and social media accounts when taking action. Doing so
ensures that your elected officials know that you are a constituent. Don’t forget to ask others to

participate in this activity!)
1. Tellyour U.S. Senators to stop Medicaid, social support and HIV cuts.

Continue to reach out to your United States Senators starting today and
through the rest of June. You are encouraged to ask as many others as
possible to do the same!

Call 866-426-2631 to contact your two Senators

Amida Care remains focused on stopping cuts to HIV services and Medicaid
including the protection of gender affirming care. We are meeting with
legislators and working with our community partners to drill home to our
legislators that cuts would be devastating.

Take a few minutes to contact your Senators. Let them know that you are
paying attention and that you want them to PROTECT Medicaid. The
reconciliation bill is now in the hands of the Senators.

Your voice is crucial in amplifying the importance of Medicaid and federal
funding for those impacted by addiction and mental health conditions.

Call 866-426-2631 to contact your Senators.
Use this call-in line provided by SEIU and convey these talking points:

Check with your supervisor, and
consider attending this event

STOP MEDICAID CUTS

Join Us for a Press Conference & Rally

Wednesday, June 25| 11:00 AM
NYC Aids Memorial at St. Vincent's Triangle

Our Health Is Non-Negotiable

o Tell your Senator: No Cuts to Medicaid. Whether it’s work requirements, eligibility
changes, gender affirming care or reduced funding — a cut is a cut and will have

devastating consequences.

o Medicaid and Medicare Work Together. A cut to Medicaid is a cut to Medicare. These
programs are interconnected, ensuring older adults and people with disabilities receive the

care and support they need.

e Cuts Have Real Consequences. Any reduction in Medicaid funding means fewer services,
higher costs, and loss of access to essential health and long-term care for older adults,

people with disabilities, and their caregivers.

e Millions Rely on Medicaid. Over 7 million older adults and 12 million people with
Medicare depend on Medicaid. Slashing the program would cause serious and lasting

harm.

e Make It Personal. Lawmakers need to hear how Medicaid impacts their constituents. Use
this map to find out how many people in your district rely on Medicaid and share that

number with your representatives.

Again, when you’ve made your calls, encourage allies around you to do the same. We are
running out of time to push bills and encourage lawmakers to vote NO to the “Big Beautiful
Bill”’—and so we have no time to waste. Join in speaking up, showing out and fighting for

affirming care for all.
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https://www.congressionaldistricthealthdashboard.org/maps/national?metric=46&dataPeriod=202401&eType
https://www.congressionaldistricthealthdashboard.org/maps/national?metric=46&dataPeriod=202401&eType

2. Take Specific Action to Protect Access to Gender Affirming Care

Take two minutes to contact your US Senators and ask them to stop the Medicaid cuts by
saying NO to the federal “Big Beautiful Bill.” Share this link—which comes from our trusted
allies at Advocates for Trans Equality (A4TE) —with allies around the country.

Additional Information to Inform Your Calls and Messages

We must take urgent and ongoing Action now to counter Federal attacks on the communities
we serve and/or are members of!

Attacks that threaten protections for patients and providers and even funding Medicaid have
greatly picked up in recent weeks. This month, the U.S. Senate is rushing to pass the President’s
so-called “Big Beautiful Bill” by July 4—a sweeping budget reconciliation package that includes
devastating Medicaid cuts.

If passed, the bill would:

End federal funding for Medicaid coverage of gender-affirming care for TGNB people of
all ages (50% of New York’s Medicaid budget comes from federal funds).

Prohibit states from requiring insurance coverage of gender-affirming care as an Essential
Health Benefit. While New York’s Essential Health Benefit program does not include
gender-affirming care (New York mandates this coverage in other ways and thus this
provision would not impact New York plans), this provision will impact other states by
raising cost-sharing for care (and thus, limiting care utilization).

Slash essential programs like Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) by
30%. (Many refer to SNAP this as Food Stamps)

Risk healthcare coverage for 15 million people (ACA and Medicaid).

Drop coverage for adults who do not fulfill bureaucratic work requirements, including
those who are disabled or otherwise unable to work.

Cut Medicare and ACA coverage for many immigrants who are lawfully present in the US.

...and much more—at a time when providers and our members face growing hostility.

What’s at stake for New York?

New York stands to lose $13.5B in funding and it is estimated that 1.5M New
Yorkers would lose insurance coverage entirely. Cuts to Medicaid will deeply impact
Callen-Lorde and our patients, more than 50 percent of whom rely on it as a critical lifeline.

TGNB people—especially low-income People of Color and rural trans folks—will bear the
brunt of the harmful provisions limiting access to gender-affirming care. Nearly 276,000
TGNB adults (or approximately 21% of all TGNB adults in the US) rely on Medicaid.

We need you to help to FIGHT BACK NOW and protect New York's vulnerable communities.

Call 866-426-2631 to contact your Senators.
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u20832515.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3Du001.f-2D2BZ6DVuxE-2D2FxeBtfNlO-2D2Bu1ngqVLuskWUjV1ytgUxXZTh4k8EP3xYylH4K0HssCFDUwHfodfe7UW6s6WkM6IQVFPWhCfsZQDf65FB7sAmh1dg-2D3DPKYy-5F9mlYZuNibQDg0cwXq3zTdadOvyrdmXPnltK-2D2BjIKecdg-2D2BNvdd-2D2Blz8t2XvkkvDdk0M3S5Az7BjjRgp7sSVz5-2D2F4T0V8AaT5gNluIn4G7Wq6yaC-2D2BbAHMDZJkNVFUz5nRvqQ5cENfcQOigT8JborVkHHnJIpV8QS7GeDkFGFwjlBrnVf74SkjFWI0iG3h8gBTskOtBMnQRw7A85QlytS74O1Q9Q0EfiR5M-2D2Fe74nMV7s9OvEWiWA-2D2FPLBqEJKImFJZhDbMZqOht8eexXhLlZd3dIsZN05k5QBPRRU5gGBx91mus0MbJ-2D2BqgPlI-2D2BIvbTiA6ZUBWEU4Bt91q4nlmciDK7X7ehDReNO0Q-2D2BtGdPkkH36WcPcwd72IESs0I9upQR84lfVrPbHgZ-2D2BlBOYBTOrs6bgC1XVMGA-2D3D-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=JoDpCOn63LqKMvKU6grQipHfXM4OkCyBVsv_48ZhPTk&m=a73o-BC-NHfcxCGk_K-fgEg_YwiuvpKXY-hquTxLGLmymrr6Mfi39kKxq0V9Y5Gd&s=nTK9T0nPbmqwT5TCXV39prDEvcm_WstnjJ7qttjBzMY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u20832515.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3Du001.f-2D2BZ6DVuxE-2D2FxeBtfNlO-2D2Bu1ngqVLuskWUjV1ytgUxXZTh4k8EP3xYylH4K0HssCFDUwHfodfe7UW6s6WkM6IQVFPWhCfsZQDf65FB7sAmh1dg-2D3D7Lvt-5F9mlYZuNibQDg0cwXq3zTdadOvyrdmXPnltK-2D2BjIKecdg-2D2BNvdd-2D2Blz8t2XvkkvDdk0M3S5Az7BjjRgp7sSVz5-2D2F4T0V8AaT5gNluIn4G7Wq6yaC-2D2BbAHMDZJkNVFUz5nRvqQ5cENfcQOigT8JborVkHHnJIpV8QS7GeDkFGFwjlBrnVf74SkjFWI0iG3h8gBTskOtBMnQRw7A85QlytS74O1Q9Q0EfiR5M-2D2Fe74nMV7s9OvEWiWA-2D2FPLBqEJKImFJZhDbMZo2NLV3-2D2FBB9GUlHkk8UlrFUdheV5XkjbN3gP-2D2FKXwJW8jUFa30wey4jkkeZgeUBPtIfr1LnOPkZy49uK-2D2BpTieWSut8UcvrVgC60InjV5YDOmh4ix9xnbQamIa40YY3La0IMoC7Q6J1sjhm8DgoOskvZw-2D3D-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=JoDpCOn63LqKMvKU6grQipHfXM4OkCyBVsv_48ZhPTk&m=a73o-BC-NHfcxCGk_K-fgEg_YwiuvpKXY-hquTxLGLmymrr6Mfi39kKxq0V9Y5Gd&s=7c5kQ_7k5exml2o4JOaoV_cphr2UPBDfHy3aWPNH01I&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__u20832515.ct.sendgrid.net_ls_click-3Fupn-3Du001.f-2D2BZ6DVuxE-2D2FxeBtfNlO-2D2Bu1ngqVLuskWUjV1ytgUxXZTh4k8EP3xYylH4K0HssCFDUwHfodfe7UW6s6WkM6IQVFPWhCfsZQDf65FB7sAmh1dg-2D3D7Lvt-5F9mlYZuNibQDg0cwXq3zTdadOvyrdmXPnltK-2D2BjIKecdg-2D2BNvdd-2D2Blz8t2XvkkvDdk0M3S5Az7BjjRgp7sSVz5-2D2F4T0V8AaT5gNluIn4G7Wq6yaC-2D2BbAHMDZJkNVFUz5nRvqQ5cENfcQOigT8JborVkHHnJIpV8QS7GeDkFGFwjlBrnVf74SkjFWI0iG3h8gBTskOtBMnQRw7A85QlytS74O1Q9Q0EfiR5M-2D2Fe74nMV7s9OvEWiWA-2D2FPLBqEJKImFJZhDbMZo2NLV3-2D2FBB9GUlHkk8UlrFUdheV5XkjbN3gP-2D2FKXwJW8jUFa30wey4jkkeZgeUBPtIfr1LnOPkZy49uK-2D2BpTieWSut8UcvrVgC60InjV5YDOmh4ix9xnbQamIa40YY3La0IMoC7Q6J1sjhm8DgoOskvZw-2D3D-2D3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=JoDpCOn63LqKMvKU6grQipHfXM4OkCyBVsv_48ZhPTk&m=a73o-BC-NHfcxCGk_K-fgEg_YwiuvpKXY-hquTxLGLmymrr6Mfi39kKxq0V9Y5Gd&s=7c5kQ_7k5exml2o4JOaoV_cphr2UPBDfHy3aWPNH01I&e=

Useful Information and Links

As Medicaid continues to be our utmost important topic during the federal budget process, we
wanted to share the below useful information from the American Hospital Association (AHA)
regarding Medicaid. We also encourage you all to visit their Advocacy resource site here.

e Fact Sheet: Medicaid
o State Infographics — What's at Stake: Medicaid covers the people you know

e Infographic: 4 Things You Should Know About Medicaid Provider Taxes and Payments

President Trump released the FY26 budget request, the first of his second term, on May 30, 2025.
The FY 2026 request marks a significant change in approach for domestic HIV programs and
funding levels. It eliminates or transforms several core programs. Below is an overview of these
changes. Read the full KFF analysis here.

e Funding for core HIV prevention programs at the CDC is eliminated in the budget request
and funding previously provided to the CDC for EHE activities ($220 million) is moved to
Administration for a Healthy America (AHA).

e The Ryan White HIV/AIDS Program, the nation’s safety net for HIV care and treatment
(formerly housed at HRSA, now at AHA), receives $2.5 billion in the FY26 request, a $74
million (3%) decrease over the FY25 enacted level.

e The FY26 budget request includes $157 million in HIV funding for the Health Center
Program (formerly housed at HRSA, now at AHA), all of which is for the EHE initiative, and is
the same amount as the FY25 level.

e The Department of Housing and Urban Development’s HOPWA Program is eliminated in the
budget. In FY25, HOPWA was funded at $505 million.

¢ Minority AIDS Initiative. Funding that has been provided for MAIl activities at the Substance
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), aimed at “improving the
health of people of color who have or are at risk for HIV” is eliminated in the proposal.
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https://www.aha.org/
https://www.aha.org/advocacy-issues
https://www.aha.org/fact-sheets/2025-02-07-fact-sheet-medicaid
https://www.aha.org/system/files/media/file/2025/05/New-York_MEDICAID-Only-0525.pdf
https://www.aha.org/infographics/2025-05-07-infographic-4-things-you-should-know-about-medicaid-provider-taxes-and-payments
https://www.kff.org/hivaids/issue-brief/domestic-hiv-funding-in-the-white-house-fy2026-budget-request/

Other Updates

Senator Chuck Schumer Sends letter to RFK Jr. in response to HHS cuts and layoffs

On June 3, 2025, NYS Senator and Minority Leader Chuck Schumer sent a letter to HHS Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy Jr., expressing his concerns regarding the many layoffs and cuts to HHS,
affecting also the agencies under the HHS umbrella. Read the full letter here.

Trump Administration Ends Program Critical to Search for an H.1.V. Vaccine

The Trump administration has dealt a sharp blow to work on H.I.V. vaccines, terminating a $258
million program whose work was instrumental to the search for a vaccine, “The consortia for
H.I.V./AIDS vaccine development and immunology”. The program’s elimination is the latestin a
series of cuts to H.l.V.-related initiatives, and to prevention of the disease. Separately, the N.I.H.
also paused funding for a clinical trial of an H.I.V. vaccine made by Moderna. The cuts will derail
hard-won progress against H.I.V. over the past few decades, public health experts said. This week,
the administration also withheld funds that were due to states and territories for H.1.V. prevention
work.

The number of new H.I.V. infections had been declining steadily since 2010. Still, in 2023, the World
Health Organization reported 1.3 million new cases, including about 120,000 children.

CMS says it will increase oversight on states misusing Medicaid funds to care for undocumented
immigrants

On May 27, The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that it willincrease
the oversight of states to prevent the misuse of federal Medicaid funding to cover health care for

individuals with unsatisfactory immigration status. CMS said the effort would involve focused
evaluations of select state Medicaid spending reports (CMS-64 form submissions); in-depth
reviews of select states’ financial management systems; and assessing existing eligibility rules and
policies to close loopholes and strengthen enforcement. CMS also urged all states to immediately
examine and update internal controls, eligibility systems and cost allocation policies to ensure full
compliance with federal law. The agency said any improper spending on noncitizens will be subject
to recoupment of federal funding. Read the announcement here.

Polls and politics look grim for One Big Beautiful Bill

The last time congressional Republicans tried to make significant cuts to healthcare in 2017, it
turned out to be highly unpopular. A new poll and recent events suggest they are trudging down the
same path as they clamor to deliver President Donald Trump his tax cuts.

Trump and the GOP majority in Congress are trying to pass the One Big Beautiful Bill Act of 2025 to
enact $3.7 trillion in tax cuts, paid for in part by more than $1 trillion in healthcare cuts,
predominantly from Medicaid. They aim to finish their work by July 4. Most Americans believe the
tax-and-spending-cuts measure would cause people to lose health coverage, negatively affect
healthcare providers, and make it harder for their families to get and afford care, according to
survey results the nonpartisan health policy research institution KFF published Friday. The
organization conducted the poll from May 5-26. Read the full article here.
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https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/letter_to_hhs_on_hiv_cuts.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-increasing-oversight-states-illegally-using-federal-medicaid-funding-health-care-illegal
https://www.modernhealthcare.com/politics-policy/medicaid-cuts-one-big-beautiful-bill-act-kff?utm_source=modern-healthcare-alert&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20250606

RFK Jr. to fire allmembers of the CDC’s vaccine advisory committee

Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. plans to fire all 17 members of the panel that advises the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on vaccines, he said Monday June 9.

“The committee has been plagued with persistent conflicts of interest and has become little more
than a rubber stamp for any vaccine,” Kennedy wrote in an opinion piece published in The Wall
Street Journal. He wrote that the decision is meant to restore faith in vaccines. Read full article
here.

Judge Blocks ICE Plan to Open Rikers Office Indefinitely

A state judge on Friday June 13, indefinitely blocked Mayor Eric Adams from letting federal
immigration authorities open an office at the Rikers Island jail complex in New York City, a priority
for the Trump administration as it seeks to expand its immigration crackdown.

The City Council had sued the Adams administration on April 15 in an effort to halt the return of the
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agency to Rikers Island. The Council argued that letting ICE
into the city’s largest jail facilities, a decade after the agency was banned from Rikers, would lead
to mass deportations.

Friday’s action by Justice Mary Rosado of State Supreme Court in Manhattan represented the third
time she had sided with the City Council. Read the full article here.

Advocacy Actions - Presentations, Rallies and Other Engagement

National Trans Visibility March in Washington D.C.

Along with Carlos and Zyrie, Lyndel went to Washington D.C. from June 4 — 6 for the National Trans
visibility March. Lyndel presented at the Policy and Safety Summit on Thursday June 5. Lyndel also
participated in the Empowerment Day workshops. On Friday evening both Zyrie and Lyndel

participated in the Labor of Love awards ceremony.

Governor Kathy Hochul’s LGBTQ Reception in Albany

On Tuesday June 10, Joe Pressley went to Governor Hochul’s LGBTQ reception at the Governor’s
Mansion in Albany to represent Amida Care. Many leaders from both LGBTQ organization and New
York State legislature were present. ' = ‘

NEW YORK HAS
LGBTC:+ PRIDE
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https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2025/06/rfk-jr-to-fire-all-members-of-the-cdcs-vaccine-advisory-committee-00395235
https://www.nytimes.com/2025/06/13/nyregion/ice-rikers-island-judge-mayor-adams.html?smid=em-share

Other Topics of Note

DOJ investigates California after state bans trans athlete to appease president's transphobic

orders

California issued a partial ban on trans athletes after the president threatened to cut federal
funding over a single trans long jumper. On Wednesday May 28, the DOJ announced that it had sent
legal notices to California Attorney General Rob Bonta (D), state Superintendent of Public
Instruction Tony Thurmond, the California Interscholastic Federation (CIF), which oversees the
state’s high school sports, and the Jurupa Unified School District, where a 16-year-old trans track-
and-field athlete rose to become a state long jump finalist. The DOJ noted that it filed a statement
of interest in support of a federal court lawsuit filed by two cis female high school athletes who
claim that trans athletes stole athletic opportunities from them and other girls by being allowed to
compete in their schools’ cross-country running teams. Read the full article here.

Pete Hegseth Orders Navy to Strip Name of Gay Rights Icon Harvey Milk from Ship

Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth has ordered the Navy to take the rare step of renaming a ship, the
USNS Harvey Milk, which bears the name of a gay rights icon, documents and sources show. The
renaming memo notes that the renaming was being done so that there is "alignment with the

president’s and Secretary of Defense objectives and Secretary of the Navy priorities of
reestablishing the warrior culture," apparently referencing President Donald Trump, Pete Hegseth
and John Phelan. Read the full article here.

Tim Walz shames Dems who have abandoned trans people: “We need to be the party of human
dignity.”

As the Democratic party argues over whether standing up for trans people is bad for their brand,
Minnesota Gov. and former vice-presidential candidate Tim Walz (D) has held strong in his support
for the community.

Recently, during an impassioned speech at the annual California Democratic Convention Governor
Walz made his stance perfectly clear: “I’m just going to say it, shame on any of us who throws a
trans child under the bus for thinking they’re going to get elected,” he said. Read the full article
here.

Round Up

We know that these times are incredibly stressful, and we all face much uncertainty due to the cuts
which are proposed in the federal budget to social programs, but the advocacy efforts that have
been done have made a difference to the budget and have shifted a lot of legislators.

We need to remain vigilant and not let up. We need to speak up and let our legislators know that we
do NOT accept ANY cuts to Medicaid and Medicare!

Sincerely,
Joe Pressley, Lyndel Urbano & Casper Christiansen
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